
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 

Minutes for May 24, 2017 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday May 24, 2017 at St. 

Leo’s Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury VT 056 

Members of the Board: Kevin Lawrence (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair), Craig Greene, 

Johanna Laggis, Brian Wiles, Cheryl Frank Sullivan, Tim Biebel, Craig Nolan, Pete Allard, 

David Fielding, Dennis Mewes, and Bill Pickens. Absent from the meeting: Patrick Berry and 

David Robillard 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), 

Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel), Scott Darling (Acting Wildlife Division Director), Chris 

Bernier (Furbearer Biologist), Kim Royar (Special Assistant to the Commissioner), Nick Fortin 

(Deer Biologist), Forrest Hammond (Bear Biologist), David Gregory (Warden Lt.), Col Jason 

Batchelder (Director of Law Enforcement), Eric Palmer (Fisheries Director), and Bernie 

Pientka (Fisheries Biologist)  

Members of the Public in Attendance: see public sign in sheet 

  The Board meeting was called to order at 5:04PM, EST by Chairman Kevin Lawrence 

1.) Approval of April 26, 2017 minutes  

2.) 2017 Antlerless Deer Permits and Youth Weekend Hunting Season. 

3.) Furbearer Rule-second vote 

4.) Bear Rule Amendment- first vote 

5.) Fish Regulations-second vote 

6.) Commissioner’s Update 

7.) Roundtable 

1.) Approval of April 26, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Theresa Elmer made a motion to accept the April 26, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Tim Biebel seconded the motion. 

Vote: Unanimously passed the minutes for April 26, 2017 meeting 

2.) Antlerless Permit Numbers: 

A summary of the public comments and outcomes from the two hearings held during 

May in Randolph and Manchester were sent to board prior to the meeting.  Recorded 

comments from the three deer public hearings (Middlebury, Brattleboro and Island 

Pond) held in March were sent previously to the Board.  

Pete Allard made a motion to drop the permit numbers by 500 in WMU B. 

Cheryl Frank-Sullivan seconded the motion.  

Vote: 2 in favor, 8 against. Motion did not pass. 



 

 

Antlerless Permit Numbers as Proposed by the Department 

Craig Greene made a motion to accept the proposed antlerless permit numbers.  

Tim Biebel seconded the motion. 

All WMUs would be open to the taking of antlerless deer during the 2017 archery season. Youth 

hunters during youth hunting weekend would be allowed to harvest one deer of either sex, including 

any buck, regardless of antler characteristics, in all WMUs.  

Vote: Motion passed. Vote was 2 against, 8 for, and 1 abstained. 

WMU  Permits 

A 1,100 

B 5,500 

C 700 

D1 500 

D2 300 

E 0 

F1 1,200 

F2 1,500 

G 300 

H 900 

I 300 

J1 750 

J2 1,750 

K 4,100 

L 300 

M 300 

N 2,100 

O 2,000 

P 0 

Q 900 



 

STATE 24,500 

 

3.) Furbearer Rule-Second Vote:  

Furbearer Biologist, Kim Royar, gave the board a brief overview of the petition 

history, public meeting outcomes, and responsive summary.  

History of the Petition 

 

In October 2015, a six-part petition was received by the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board 

(Board) requesting certain changes to Vermont’s current furbearer regulations. The petition 

was the act of a citizen who is not represented by any specific interest group, entity or 

organization, however, the petition was endorsed via signature by as many as 135 Vermont 

residents. The petitioner subsequently withdrew three of the petition items and requested that 

the remaining three items be implemented by the Board. The three petition items thus requiring 

Board consideration were as follows: 

• To allow a 72-hour check on underwater muskrat colony cage traps; 

• To extend bobcat trapping season for the month of December; and 

• To extend the otter season to coincide with beaver season. 

 

During the September 2016 Board meeting, the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department 

(Department) presented its biological analysis and recommendations in support of extending 

the check-time for colony cage traps and the otter trapping season as proposed and in 

opposition to extending the bobcat trapping season. As a result of the ensuing discussion at this 

meeting, a proposal was introduced to make the annual trapper mail survey mandatory. By way 

of a straw poll, the Board voted in favor of further considering a mandatory trapper survey and 

extensions to the muskrat colony cage trap check-time and otter trapping season. The Board 

requested that the Department provide additional scientific information and the suggested rule 

change language. 

On December 21, 2016, additional testimony from both the Department and the attending 

public was considered by the Board. After further discussion of the information presented, the 

Board voted to initiate the rule making process for the following three rule changes: 

• To allow a three-day check on underwater colony cage traps; 

• To make mandatory the annual Trapper Mail Survey; and 

• To extend the river otter trapping season through the month of March 

to coincide with beaver season and to eliminate the current “trigger 

rules” now in effect that prevent otter from being taken during this 

time. 

 

Public Input Process and Summary 

 

Public Input Timeline and Process Overview: Public comments on the original petition 

received by the Board, mostly via email, were recorded and compiled between the time the 

petition was first received in October 2015 through January 2017 (Appendix I, Summary of 



 

Public Comments Received on the Petition to Amend Furbearer Rules – October 2015 through 

January 2017). The public was also given the opportunity to provide verbal comments, 

typically limited to one minute per person, at each of three regularly scheduled Board meetings 

(5/25/16, 9/21/16 and 12/21/2016) where these proposed rule changes were discussed. Public 

comments received at these meetings were summarized and are found on the Fish & Wildlife 

Department’s website: 

(http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_73079/File/Vermont%20Fish%20and%2

0Wildlife%20Board%20Meeting%20Documents/trapping/Final%20Responsiveness%20Summary%20F

urbearer%20Rule.pdf ) 

Although these comments were all received outside of the official comment period as described 

below, they were nonetheless compiled, summarized, and included for consideration in this 

responsiveness summary. 

The official public comment period for the proposed furbearer rule changes opened February 

20, 2017. Although the date for closing the comment period was set and advertised for April 

21, 2017, submitted comments were recorded and included in this responsive summary through 

May 5, 2017. 

As further summarized below, public input during the official public comment  period was 

gathered in two principal ways; through three public hearings specifically designed to elicit 

public involvement and comment, and through correspondence (letters and emails) submitted 

directly to Department staff and Board members or via the ANR FW Public Comments email 

address accessible at the Department website. Comments were also received during this period 

as part of a petition submitted to the Board by the Vermont based organization, Protect Our 

Wildlife. 

The Department undertook a variety of measures to ensure the public was made aware of the 

proposed rule changes and of their opportunity to participate in the rule-making process. Such 

measures included maintaining several webpages to provide all relevant documents, events and 

dates as well as issuing a press release to inform the public of hearing dates and the public 

comment period. (Appendix II, Summary of Actions Taken to Inform Public of Proposed 

Furbearer Rule Changes and of Public Comment Process). In addition to the Department’s 

efforts in this regard, there were at least two independent organizations, Protect Our Wildlife 

and Vermont Trapper’s Association, that actively informed their respective members of the 

public hearing and comment process. 

In summary, the Department received 400 comments prior to the public comment period, 455 

comments during the public comment period, 252 participants at the public hearings and 4,847 

signatures submitted as part of a petition circulated by Protect Our Wildlife. 

http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_73079/File/Vermont%20Fish%20and%20Wildlife%20Board%20Meeting%20Documents/trapping/Final%20Responsiveness%20Summary%20Furbearer%20Rule.pdf
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_73079/File/Vermont%20Fish%20and%20Wildlife%20Board%20Meeting%20Documents/trapping/Final%20Responsiveness%20Summary%20Furbearer%20Rule.pdf
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_73079/File/Vermont%20Fish%20and%20Wildlife%20Board%20Meeting%20Documents/trapping/Final%20Responsiveness%20Summary%20Furbearer%20Rule.pdf


 

Public Hearings Summary 

The Board held three public hearings for the explicit purpose of gathering public input on the 

proposed rule changes. These hearings were held in Lyndonville (4/3/2017), Castleton 

(4/4/2017) and St. Albans (4/13/2017), Vermont. Public hearing attendees were asked to sign in 

providing their name and town of residence. Recorded attendance totaled 252 for the three 

meetings: Lyndonville 57, Castleton 68, and St. Albans 127. Actual numbers may have been 

slightly higher as some attendees either declined to sign in or may have been missed as they 

arrived at the meetings. Attendees of these public hearings came from all over the state (Figure 

1) and were represented in relative proportion to the distribution of Vermont’s population per 

county (Figure 2). 

Input from the public was garnered at the hearings via a “break out group” format (Appendix III, 

Fish and Wildlife Board Furbearer Regulation Public Hearings: Working Agenda). After an 

introductory presentation by Department staff, attendees were divided into break out groups of 

approximately 8 to 12 people and were each given a sheet with the following four focus 

questions to answer: 

What was the most important message you heard from the introductory presentation? Please 

describe. 

Are there any specific comments you would like to share with the Fish and Wildlife Board 

regarding the proposal to extend the otter trapping season through the month of March and to 

eliminate the “trigger rules”? 

Are there any specific comments you would like to share with the Fish and Wildlife Board 

regarding the proposal to make the annual trapper survey mandatory? 

Are there any specific comments you would like to share with the Fish and Wildlife Board 

regarding the proposal to allow a 72-hour trap check interval on underwater colony cage traps? 

Attendees were given 10 minutes to record their individual comments on the focus question 

sheets before assembling into their assigned groups. A member of the Board or Department staff 

facilitated each break out group discussion to ensure all participants had an equal opportunity to 

voice their opinions. Approximately 10 minutes of discussion was allotted for each of the four 

focus questions. Once the break out groups completed their respective discussions, the group 

facilitators then summarized their group’s comments (Appendix IV, Facilitator Summaries of 

Break Out Group Comments) and orally presented them to all the attendees during the 

Facilitators’ Summary period. Following each group report, group members were offered the 

opportunity to express comments or concerns that they felt were not adequately represented in 

the facilitator’s summary. Time was then allowed for questions, comments, and concerns from 

any individual who wanted to share such with the Board. These statements were also recorded. 

Individual focus question sheets and facilitator summary sheets were collected and reviewed and 

comments compiled according to common messages (Appendix V, Summary of Comments 

Received During Public Comment Period and Public Hearings). 

 



 

Voting:  

 Theresa Elmer made a motion to accept 4.2 to allow a 72-hour check on underwater muskrat 

colony cage traps as proposed. 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion. 

Vote: 12 in favor, motion passed. 

Bill Pickens made a motion to accept 4.13 to extend the river otter trapping season through the 

month of March to coincide with beaver season and to eliminate the current “trigger rules” now 

in effect that prevent otter from being taken during this time. 

Johanna Laggis seconded the motion. 

Vote: 12 in favor, motion passed. 

Craig Nolan made a motioned to accept 4.17 to make mandatory the annual Trapper Mail 

Survey. 

Brian Wiles seconded the motion. 

Vote: 12 in favor, motion passed.   

Furbearer Rule ANNOTATED 

 

§ 44. Furbearing species 

 

1.0 Authority 

 

1.1 This rule is promulgated pursuant to 10 V.S.A. §§ 4081, 4082, 4084, 4828, and 4861. In promulgating 

this rule, the Fish and Wildlife Board is following the policy established by the General Assembly that the 

protection, propagation, control, management, and conservation of fish, wildlife, and fur-bearing 

animals in this State is in the interest of the public welfare and that the safeguarding of these valuable 

resources for the people of the State requires a constant and continual vigilance.  

 

1.2 In accordance with 10 V.S.A. §§ 4082 and 4084, this rule is designed to maintain the best health, 

population, and utilization levels of the regulated species.  

 

1.3 This rule shall apply to all persons who take or attempt to take fur-bearing animals by trapping or 

hunting.  

 



 

2.0 Purpose  

 

The purpose of this rule is to regulate the taking of fur-bearing animals.  

 

3.0 Definitions  

 

3.1 "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of the Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

3.2 "Department" means the Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

3.3 "Board" means the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board. 

 

3.4 "Fur-bearing animal" means beaver, otter, marten, mink, raccoon, fisher, fox, skunk, coyote, bobcat, 

weasel, opossum, lynx, wolf, and muskrat or as amended pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4001. 

 

3.5 "Trapping" means to take or attempt to take fur-bearing animals with traps including the dispatching 

of such lawfully trapped fur-bearing animals. 

 

3.6 A "trap" means a mechanical device used to capture, kill and/or restrain fur-bearing animals 

excluding firearms, muzzleloaders and archery equipment. 

 

3.7 A "tanned" pelt is one that has been treated to turn the skin into leather. 

 

4.0 Restrictions 

 

4.1 A person trapping for fur-bearing animals under this rule shall visit his/her traps at least once every 

calendar day, except as provided in paragraph 4.2, and dispatch or release any animal caught therein. 

 

4.2 A person who sets body gripping traps in the water or under the ice, colony/cage traps underwater 

or foothold or cage traps under the ice shall visit his/her traps at least once every three calendar days 

and remove any animal caught therein. 



 

 

4.3 A person shall not set a trap on lands other than his/her own which does not have his/her name and 

address permanently and legibly stamped or engraved thereon, or on a tag of rustless material securely 

attached thereto. 

 

4.4 All traps under ice will be marked with a tag visible above the ice. 

 

4.5 A person shall not set a body gripping trap with a jaw spread over eight inches measured inside the 

jaws unless the trap is set five feet or more above the ground, or in the water. 

 

4.6 A person shall not use toothed foothold traps or snares when trapping under this section. 

 

4.7 A person shall not set a trap between December 31 and the following fourth Saturday in October 

unless the trap is in the water, under the ice, or on a float in the water. 

 

4.8 A person shall not possess a living fur-bearing animal, except as provided by rules of the board or 10 

V.S.A. part 4. 

 

4.9 A person shall not possess a fur-bearing animal trapped outside of its legal season without the 

written authorization of the Department, not to include animals taken pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4828. 

 

4.10 A person shall not possess fur or skin of a fur-bearing animal unlawfully taken. 

 

4.11 A person shall not take a fur-bearing animal by use of any poisonous mixture. 

 

4.12 A person shall not take a fur-bearing animal from dens by cutting, digging, smoking, by the use of 

chemicals, or by the use of mechanical devices. 

 

 4.13 Beaver Muskrat 

 

a.)  When trapping muskrat between March 1 and March 31, body gripping traps are restricted to 5 

inches or less. 



 

 

b.)  A person shall not disturb or destroy a beaver or muskrat house or den or place a trap therein, 

thereon, or in the entrance thereof. 

 

c.)  A person may set a trap within 10 feet of the nearest point, above the water, of a beaver house 

or dam only from the 4th Saturday in October through the last day of February, all dates 

inclusive. 

 

d.)  Except for the setting of traps as provided under 4.13b and 4.13c, a person shall not interfere in 

any manner with dams, dens, or houses of beaver except upon prior written approval from the 

Commissioner. 

 

e.)  When trapping beaver between March 1 and March 31, body gripping traps shall: 

 

i.) Have a parallel trigger and trigger stop. Acceptable trigger stops include twisted wire, cable 

ties, wire wrap, or welded bead. The trigger should be offset at least 8" from one side of 

the trap and be no longer than 6 1/2 inches. Trigger wires must be joined together. 

 

ii.) Include tension adjustable, square-notch trigger brackets. Four-way and/or V-notch 

triggers are illegal to use. 

 

iii.) Diagram 1. below illustrates these requirements. 

 

4.14  Bobcat; Otter; Fisher. 

 

a.) From December 17 to December 31, both dates inclusive, in order to minimize incidental bobcat 
harvest during the remainder of the fisher season, a person shall not set a body gripping trap 
with a jaw spread over 6 inches measured inside the jaws unless the trap is set 5 or more feet 
above the ground, or in the water. 
 

b.)  The skins of bobcat, otter, and fisher legally taken may be possessed, transported, bought and 

sold only when tagged and marked as hereinafter provided. 

 



 

c.)  A person who takes bobcats, otter, or fisher during these seasons shall notify authorized 

Department staff within 48 hours of the close of the season. Pelts shall be presented to 

authorized Department staff for tagging. Such tags shall remain affixed to the pelts until tanned. 

Carcasses shall be surrendered to authorized Department staff at the time of tagging. 

 

d.)  No bobcat, otter, or fisher pelts or carcasses taken during these seasons shall be transported out 

of the State of Vermont prior to being tagged by authorized Department staff. 

 

e.)  A person who takes bobcat, fisher, and otter pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 4828 and who desires to 

keep the pelt shall notify authorized Department staff with 84 hours of the taking. Pelts shall be 

presented to authorized Department staff for tagging. Such tags shall remain affixed to the pelts 

until tanned. Carcasses shall be surrendered to authorized Department staff at the time of 

tagging. 

 

 4.15 Raccoons 

 

a.)  A person shooting raccoons during the raccoon hunting season shall use a 0.22 caliber rimfire 

firearm or a shotgun with #2 shot or smaller. 

 

b.) A light may be used to illuminate and shoot a raccoon once treed by a dog, or dogs, during the 
raccoon hunting season. A light may also be used to illuminate a raccoon once treed by a dog, or 
dogs, during the training season. 

 

4.16 Lynx 

 

(a) This subsection shall be effective on January 1, 2014.   
 

(b) Any person who incidentally captures a lynx shall notify the Department immediately. 
 

(c) The following regulations on traps and trapping shall apply within the Wildlife Management Unit 
E.    

 

(1) Foothold traps set on land must be anchored using a chain or cable no longer than 18” 
that is center-mounted to the trap using a swivel connection and must have at least one 
in-line swivel along the chain or cable. 

 



 

(2) From the fourth Saturday in October to December 31, both dates inclusive, all body 
gripping traps must be set:  

 

i. In the water, or; 
 

ii. Within a Canada lynx exclusion device as described below and as depicted in 
Diagram 1: 

 

a. the trap jaws shall be completely within the device; 
 

b. the trap springs may extend outside of device through openings no larger 
than 7.5” wide by 1.5” high; 

 

c. the device shall not have an opening greater than 6” by 8”; 
 

d. the opening shall not be directly in front of the trap but shall instead be 
either on the top or side of the device; 

 

e. the trap set within the device shall be a minimum of 18” from the closest 
edge of the opening to the trap; 

 

f. there shall be at least two attachment points for each side of the device 
where there is a joint or where panels come together; 

 

g. the device shall be constructed of wood or of wire mesh of 16 gauge or 
less wire (.05” diameter wire or greater) and having a mesh size with 
openings no greater than 1.5” X 1.5” or 1” X 2”; and, 

 

h. the trap shall be anchored outside of the device; or 
 

iii. Off the ground as described below and as depicted in Diagram 2:  
 

a. at least 5’ above the ground or if snow is on the ground at least 5 feet 
above snow level with the exception of the 24-hour period immediately 
following a snowstorm; 
 

b. affixed to a standing tree which is free of branches below the trap or to a 
leaning section of pole that has not been planed or otherwise altered 
except for the removal of branches and is less than 4” in diameter at the 
trap and is angled at least 45° along its entire length from the ground to 
the trap; and 
 

c. in an area that is free of any object within 4’ of the trap. 



 

(3) From the fourth Saturday in October to December 31, both dates inclusive, body 

gripping traps no larger than a typical 160 (inside jaw spread up to 6.5”) may also be set 

on the ground if placed: 

 

i. Under overhanging stream banks, or; 
 

ii. In blind sets without the aid of bait, lure or visual attractants, or; 
 

iii. Within a cubby constructed of artificial materials with the trap inserted at 
least 7” from the front and with an opening no greater than 50 square inches 
as depicted in Diagram 3.  

(d) The establishment of a ten-year “Lynx Study Period” shall commence on the effective date of 

this subsection. The Department will assess the status of lynx in Vermont, identify and evaluate 

additional techniques and devices for avoiding incidental capture of lynx, and develop revisions 

to these rules in accordance with the findings of such studies and all current information. The 

rules set forth in this subsection 4.16 shall expire on January 1, 2024 unless such rules are either 

extended or amended by the Fish and Wildlife Board. The decision to extend or amend these 

rules shall be based on an evaluation of the following key criteria: 

 

(1) Reliable evidence of the presence or absence of a resident, breeding population of 
Canada lynx; 

 

(2) The availability of more effective and/or practical alternatives for avoiding the incidental 
capture of lynx; and 

 

(3) The outcome of Maine’s Incidental Take Permit application process. 
 

 

 

Diagram 1.  Canada lynx exclusion device for body gripping traps. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Diagram 2.  Off the ground sets for body gripping traps. 

Not drawn to scale 



 

 

 

Diagram 3.  Cubby sets for body gripping traps no larger than a typical 160. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening not to exceed 50 square inches 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.17  Biological Collection 

 

a) Any person who obtains a trapping license shall complete and submit an annual biological 
collection trapper survey for the license season to the Department, within the timeline specified 
by the Commissioner. 

b) The failure to complete and submit a biological collection survey to the Department shall be a 
nonpoint violation under 10 V.S.A. § 4502.  

 

 

5.0 Seasons, Bag Limits 

 

The following seasons, methods and bag limits are hereby established for the species listed. All hunting 

seasons will be with or without dogs, except as otherwise provided. Below is the exclusive, exhaustive 

list of season and means of take of fur-bearing animals. The taking of fur-bearing animals at other times 

or by other means, except where otherwise provided by law, is prohibited. All dates are inclusive. 

 

Seasons                         Dates                                          Bag Limit        

 

5.1    Beaver  

 By trapping                  Fourth Sat. in Oct. through March 31     No Limit        

 By hunting   No open season                          Zero  

 

5.2    Otter 



 

 By trapping                  Fourth Sat. in Oct.- last day of MarFeb  No limit  

 By hunting                  No open season                          Zero  

 

5.3    Marten                         No open season                          Zero  

 

5.4    Mink  

 By trapping                 Fourth Sat in Oct.-Dec. 31         No limit  

 By hunting                  No open season                          Zero  

 

5.5    Raccoon  

 By trapping                 Fourth Sat. in Oct.-Dec. 31        No limit  

 By hunting                  Second Sat. in Oct.-Dec. 31       No limit  

 

5.6    Bobcat     

By trapping                 December 1-December 16         No limit  

 By hunting                  January 10-February 7               No limit  

 

5.7    Fox (red or grey)  

 By trapping                 Fourth Sat. in Oct.-Dec. 31        No limit  

 By hunting                  Fourth Sat. in Oct. through the second Sun. in Feb. No limit  

 

5.8    Skunk                            

By trapping   Fourth Sat. in Oct.-Dec. 31        No limit  

 By hunting                  No closed Season                       No limit  

 

5.9    Muskrat  

 By trapping                 Fourth Sat. in Oct.-March 31     No limit  

 By hunting                  March 20-April 19                     No limit  

 



 

5.10 Coyote  

 By trapping                 Fourth Sat. in Oct.-Dec. 31        No limit  

 

By hunting                  No closed season                        No limit  

 

 5.14 Fisher  

 By trapping                 December 1-December 31         No limit  

 By hunting                  No open season                          Zero  

 

5.15 Weasel  

 By trapping                 Fourth Sat. in Oct.-Dec. 31        No limit  

 By hunting                  No closed season                        No limit  

 

5.16 Opossum  

 By trapping                 Fourth Sat. in Oct.-Dec. 31        No limit  

 By hunting                  No closed season                        No limit  

 

5.17 Wolf                             No open season                          Zero  

 

5.18 Lynx                             No open season                          Zero 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Comment Period: 

The board took public comment after the voting from 19 members of the public that signed up to 

speak for one minute during the public comment period of the meeting. The majority of the 



 

comments were in opposition to trapping in general and the extension to the otter season in 

particular.  A couple members of the public commented on the fishing regulations and the bear 

rule changes. 

 

4.) Bear Rule Amendment (See attachment A): Forrest Hammond made a brief 

presentation on the bear proposal that the board will vote on. A summary of the presentation is as 

follows:  

Objectives for Potential Bear Management Rule Changes        

Pertaining to Hounds 

• Non-Resident Hunting with Hounds 

• September 15 start date for all Non-resident hound permit holders (delayed opening) 

• Resident can’t obtain a permit for the express purpose of putting Nonresidents on it 

• Restrict number of hounds  

• Limit dogs on a permit and on a hunt to 6.  

• Each permittee would receive 6 metal tags with permit identification to be placed on dog 

collars. 

• Can’t have untagged dogs in possession when hunting. 

• Remove dog names from permit (use any 6 dogs as long as each one hunting has a metal 

(1-6) tags) 

In order to address the above objectives, Hammond listed the proposed rule changes: 

The “Hunt” starts when a tagged dog is on the ground. 

Remove all language as to where dogs are kenneled 

Anyone shooting a bear with hounds must be permit holder or accompany a permit holder. 

Anyone shooting a bear with the use of hounds must report within 48 hours accompanied by the 

permit holder 

It will be unlawful to make a false report when reporting a bear being taken by hounds (the 

purpose being to improve accuracy of how many bears actually killed over hounds). 

“Hunting with Dogs” shall be defined as “when they have one or more tagged dog (s) on the 

ground whether in pursuit of a bear or not, or have a dog on the dog box”. 

Remove requirements and all language pertaining to subpermitee. 

General Changes: 

New regulation allowing wardens to be taken to kill site if requested (similar to moose 

regulation). 

New regulation requiring that bear carcass be field dressed (eviscerated) prior to reporting to a 

check station. 



 

Added archery standards similar to those for deer and other big game.  Education course and 

standards for cutting edges.  

 

The board adjourned for dinner at 6:20 EST PM 

The board reconvened at 6:46 EST PM to discuss the bear rule.4.) Bear Rule Amendment 

Petitioner Butch Spear spoke to the board about some of the changes that are being 

proposed in the bear rule amendments. Both the houndsmen and the Department have 

come to compromises that are agreeable to both parties.  

Craig Greene made a motion to open the first vote on the bear amendment proposal as 

written.   

Theresa Elmer seconded the motion. 

Vote: 12 in favor. Motion passed. 

 

5.) Fish Regulations-second vote (See Attachment B ) 

There have been 4 public hearings earlier this month held around the state. The public comment 

period has closed. The Department has gathered the public comments for the board and compiled 

them. There is a total of 3 different rules open included 107, 109, (proposing putting 109 in 107 

and getting rid of 109) 122 and 123.  

Fish biologist Bernie Pientka gave the board an overview of what was voted on during the first 

vote.  

Clyde River citizen proposal-board decided to take no action on this and not add it to the 

proposal for inclusion in the second vote.  

There was a lot of support for the proposals except for the change of bait in the Battenkill.  

David Fielding made a motion to remove the change in bait use on the Battenkill and 

remove it from the proposal and return the proposal to the original language. 

Theresa Elmer seconded the motion 

Vote: 11 in favor, 1 opposed. Motion passed. 

Fish Regulations-second vote 

Theresa Elmer made a motion to accept the fishing regulation proposal as amended. 

Bill Pickens seconded the motion. 

Vote: 12 in favor. Motion passed.   



 

Baitfish review process has started and the team will be made up of two board members, Cheryl 

and Tim, along with department staff Adam Miller, Tom Jones, Eric Palmer and Shawn Good.  

 

Commissioners update: Legislative session has ended and it appears passed Legislation was 

favorable for the Department. Fish stocking is back on schedule after a late start this spring. Tim 

and Louis are still turkey-less. The Conservation Camps are filling up, but there are still a few 

spots left but not for long.  Currently we are trying to find some money to purchase land next to 

Kehoe Conservation Camp. Just wrapped up the Birdseye Mountain Land Acquisition and thank 

you to all who attended that acquisition event at Kehoe.  

Roundtable:  

Dennis Mewes: Event at Kehoe for Birdseye management area, got to go to that meeting 

and brought my mom and wife what a great time!  

Pete Allard: See that the docks are out in St. Albans bay. When is Fishing festival? June 

10th at  

Brian Wiles: Manchester and Randolph deer hearings good job by Nick and the 

Department. Good ideas from the people that were in attendance. 

Kevin Lawrence: a student of mine is selling flies in Newbery. (may have created a 

monster) 

Cheryl Frank- Sullivan: Let three jakes walk by but if any walk by in the next week they 

are getting it. 

Craig Greene: Dillenbeck Bay, the docks were just put in yesterday and they are already 

getting plenty of use. Scored some nice morel mushrooms while harvesting his second 

turkey. 

Theresa Elmer: Had a constituent call concerned about truck stocking details and 

suggested that there be three or four-day delay to make the fish less identifiable. Can we 

get an update on Geese banding so we can participate this year if we are able? Would like 

to thank the Department for all the hearings, and work on rules that we have been putting 

through the rule making process.  

Bill Pickens: Would like to thank the board for all of the work that they have done on the 

furbearer petition. Thank you all for your patience.  

Theresa Elmer motioned to adjourn and Tim Biebel seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:13 PM EST 

 


